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Foreign Minister his periodical statements on foreign
policy in the Lower House were always approved.
They were masterpieces of construction and lucidity,
and left no doubt as to the trend of Czechoslovak foreign
policy. His successor. Prof. Dr Kamil Krofta, followed
Benes's example in this respect. The trouble was that
Krofta, a brilliant man and a great scholar, was even more
optimistic than Benes himself. In 1935, after my return
from a visit to Poland, Dr Krofta asked me what was my
impression about the general attitude of Poland towards
Czechoslovakia. Relations between the two countries
were then rather strained, and my report included the
following sentences: * The great masses of the Polish
people have a fraternal inclination towards Czecho-
slovakia and they would welcome closer political co-
operation. Unfortunately, there are reasons of political
prestige, and even personal reasons, that make this
impossible. In view of my conversations with Polish
army officers of high rank, I am of the opinion that as
far as Poland is concerned the Teschen question is not
yet settled and that the Army, in particular, has thoughts
of territorial revision.*

Dr Krofta gave me a long, searching look, then he
said that this conclusion was a hasty one and unfounded,
* We have no dispute with Poland in connection with
Teschen; that question was settled between us long ago.*
All my arguments were in vain; the Foreign Minister
refused to be moved.

In addition to this super-optimism, there was the
fact that diplomatic appointments were governed by